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Amator

Vintage Region
2017 McLaren Vale (estate grown)

Grape Variety
Shiraz 100%

Colour
Deep plum with a vibrant scarlet-purple rim.

Bouquet
Rich with plums, blackberries and liqueur raspberry, the nose sets deep fruits alongside 
perfumed violets and musky florals with a background of seasoned French oak.

Palate
The palate shows a spectrum of ripe and dark fruits, from blueberry to plum, blackberry and 
dark cherry. Bright, juicy, plush and deep, the generous fruit is supported by some sweet, 
spicy cedar, dark chocolate and supple tannin.

Drink
From release and up to 10 years from vintage.

Food Match
Slow-cooked lamb shanks with red wine and garlic.

Vineyards
The fruit for Amator Shiraz was sourced from Wirra Wirra’s own Nocowie vineyard.

Oak Maturation
 A combinaton of seasoned French oak barriques, hogsheads and puncheons.

Vinification
Shiraz parcels from the Wirra Wirra Nocowie vineyard were picked at a balance of freshness, 
flavour intensity and tannin ripeness. Vinified in a combination of two-tonne open and 
stainless static fermenters, each parcel was tasted twice daily during fermentation to 
determine the combination of pump overs and hand plunging that would extract the best 
balance of flavour, colour and tannin from the fruit. Parcels of fruit from Nocowie vineyard 
were pressed and filled to oak separately for maturation, then individual barrels were selected 
and blended to create this wine. The combination of older 1973 plantings and younger-vine 
material is a complete and compelling demonstration of both our biodynamic vineyard 
practices and the unique expression of Shiraz from this site.

Technical Details Winemaker
pH  3.71      T.A.  6.39g/L      ALC  14.56% Paul Smith

AMATOR means ‘for love, not return’ and perfectly describes Wirra Wirra’s motivation over a decade ago 
to convert our vineyards to biodynamic farming practices, free from the use of herbicides and pesticides. 
The AMATOR range reflects the fruits of our labour with wines drawn from our b-d certified blocks 
at McMurtrie Rd. This single vineyard shiraz is a very limited offering exclusive to our cellar door and 
online customers. 
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